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"Our aim is to advocate for an inclusive 

world where all children are equal, loved, 

valued and treated with dignity despite 

their disability, race, ethnicity, religion and 

are given the opportunity to thrive in a 

world free from segregation, 

marginalisation, depravation, exclusion 

and inequality so that all live in an 

inclusive environment, enjoy life and  

fulfil their potential."  
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New Hope North East 
(Community Organization) 
Trustees Annual Report  
(January 2018 – January 2019)  

 

New Hope North East Committee 

1. John Braithwaite     (Chair) 
2. Elizabeth Sunduzwayo  (Secretary) 

3. Katarzyna Krysinska   (Treasurer) 
4. Geua Atkinson   (Trustee) 
5. Christian Okorie   (Trustee) 
6. Jane Igbafen    (Trustee) 
7. Angela Tuck    (Trustee) 

 

New Hope North East (Status):  Constituted Community Organization 
       
Operational Office:    Trinity House 
      134 Laygate 
      South Shields 
      NE33 4JD 

Telephone:     0191 4772 828/ 07985661602 
 

Bankers:       TSB South Shields Branch 
      19 Barrington St,  

South Shields 
 NE33 1AN 

 
Accountants:      
       

Website:     www.newhopenorth.com 

Facebook:     New Hope North East 
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Foreword from the Chair 

While the first and second year of our existence was a challenging one, we are moving forward in 

our efforts to support families.  From our accounts, we can see that our financial base has improved 

quite significantly as compared to the previous year. We are grateful that we had a successful year 

regardless problems with office. We hope things to work better as we now have a base for carrying 

out all activities.  Learning from the past experiences, we do have faith that 2019-2020 will be better 

as we endeavour to continue our provision for the much-needed support to more families. We 

are so thankful to all our funders for without them, we wouldn’t be in existence to offer such 

vital service to children/young people with special needs, their families and the community. 

 I would also like to give my sincere appreciation to NHNE Trustees for their commitment 

throughout the year and to our volunteers for their dedication and to all our partners, 

professionals and agencies for their unwavering support. Finally, I would like to give special 

thanks to our fundraising lead champion Jane Igbafen and her team for their continued work 

to close the gap of our unrestricted funds.  Lastly, many thanks to Elizabeth, our volunteer 

Project Coordinator for her untiring efforts in making sure the project moves forward.  

Thank you 

John Braithwaite 
ntacts 

Chairperson 
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Introduction to (NHNE) 

New Hope North East is a community organization whose aim is to break down barriers 

which prevent disabled children/young people and their families from accessing available 

social, educational, economical, health and wellbeing provisions. We are enabling disabled 

children/young people and families from diverse background to inclusively come together, 

engage in learning diverse fun and inspiring activities as well as empowering them with 

knowledge and skills in acquiring provisions that available within and outside their local 

community.  This is helping the whole family feel confident, raise their self-esteem, become 

independent and feel included in enjoying life together with the wider community. 

 

Firstly, we are grateful to have been awarded grants from the following funders which is 
enabling us to continue providing services to children/young people and their families: 

 

 

1. Many thanks to The National Lottery 

Community Fund for the award towards our 

project, Multicultural Youth Arts Group. The aim of the children/young people is 

to establish a music group that will pioneer in removing barriers that stop young 

people from challenging diverse background from exposure and enjoyment to 

creative music and arts within South Tyneside Borough. Since the project took off 

this year, we have seen a great development of skills in our youth playing 

instruments, composing songs, dance. Many thanks to their new music tutor 

Michael Andisen, to our children’s activity Lead Amy Uddin and to our youth 

supporter Jennifer Igbafen.  Not forgetting all parents for their hard work in 

volunteering to make sure children are safe, happy and enjoying the fun. 

 

2.  The Barbour Foundation 

 

 

Many thanks to The Barbour Foundation for their continued support towards 
children’s activities. Through their funding, children/young people and their 
families and peers go out on social activities as well as keep the afterschool club 
running, paying for sessional worker as well as transport for volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJv5vd_YnQAhWGXRQKHcA0CTMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.newcastle-hospitals.org.uk/services/cancer_services_complementary-therapy.aspx&psig=AFQjCNEkzYKhlQiT86078EKmekeTl7ufsg&ust=1478172900967638
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3. The Ballinger Charitable Trust       

 

 

Many thanks to The Ballinger Charitable Trust for funding our once a week inclusive 

“After School Club”. Children/young people with special needs and peers from 

different ethnicities come together enjoy various activities such as arts and craft, 

music and relaxation. This is helping children/young people learn from each other 

and form friendships. We will also visit the Dunes soft play and the South Shields 

Beaches, play ball games and relaxing during summer. Will report more on the 

activities we would have use the grant for in our 2019-2020 annual report. 

 

   

4. The Cultural Spring 

 

 

Many thanks once again to The Cultural Spring for the grant to deliver 

“Monkey see, Monkey Draw” project. Children and families enjoyed 

visiting Life Centre and The Discovery Museum, and they made 

beautiful art from what they saw during the trips.   Thank you very much   

 

  2.  South Tyneside Council  

 

 

Many thanks once again to South Tyneside Council for a one-off event grant for an 

inclusive children’s Christmas Party from which was used to buy food and gifts for 

the children.  We all enjoyed the colourful party with beautiful music from DJ Dan. 

3. Bilton Hall Community Centre 

A huge thank you to Joana Tuck, Manager of Bilton Hall for donation of amazing 

Christmas gifts and toys for children.  
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5. Greggs and Tesco 

 

Many thanks to Greggs for the supply of beautiful and 
delicious treats for our “After School Club” every week.  

 

 

 

And a big thank you to Tesco for the supply of bread and assorted food which 
families from NHNE enjoy and have extended sharing the food stuffs with Asylum 
seekers from the Drop in.  

 

8.Terence and Diana Finley 

A huge thank you once again to our friends Terence and Diana for their continued support with 
donations towards children’s activities.  The funding was used towards children’s visits to Wacky 
Warehouse and family’s day trip to the Northumberland Zoo, where children really loved and enjoyed 
the experience of touching loads of wild animals and birds. Thank you so much Terence and Diana for 
your continued support.  

 

 

6. Elizabeth Sunduzwayo+ Anonymous Donor 

Many thanks to Elizabeth for the monthly cash and kind donation, and most 

importantly for dedicating her time as Volunteer Project Coordinator for the past three 

years. And a big thank you to the anonymous donor too for the monthly donation. The 

money is used towards day to day running costs. 

7. Fundraising – Jane Igbafen 

Many thanks to our fundraising lead Jane and her dedicated team. The money raised is 

used for teas/food stuffs for children/young people and families.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjXj6Ses4PjAhVQx4UKHeVVDIAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.roblox.com/library/145590595/Tesco-Logo&psig=AOvVaw1mR2FeLJnfmHZo34h_O49K&ust=1561509740018276
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Presentations 

Fundraising Report:    Jane Igbafen (Fundraising Lead)   

Children’s activities  :    Amy Uddin, Children’s Activities Lead 

Financial Accounts  :    Katarzyna Krysinska (Treasurer) 

Overall Project Report:     Elizabeth Sunduzwayo (Volunteer Project Coordinator)  

 

NHNE Activities  
 
Throughout the 12 months period, New Hope North East has been successful in facilitating inclusive 

children’s activities with a minimum attendance of 10 children with disabilities, their siblings and 

peers. The number has significantly increased after introduction of MYAG music session and our 

move to Trinity House this year. Children continue engaging in arts and crafts, relaxation, and eating 

together.  Children from diverse background are learning to learn new skills, play and enjoy the fun 

together in an inclusive environment. For the music session, a lot of talents in music has been 

identified and it is exciting to see young people being so creative. We hope this group will grow from 

strength to strength and we look forward to seeing them record their own music album soon. We 

believe that from such activities, each child found identity, meaning, and purpose of sharing the joy 

of life through connections to the wider community.  This is fulfilling to our vision of creating an 

inclusive world where all children are equal, loved, valued and treated with dignity despite their 

disability, race, ethnicity, religion, and are given the opportunity to thrive in a world free from 

segregation, marginalization, deprivation, exclusion and inequality so that all live in an inclusive 

environment, enjoy the joy of life and fulfill their full potential. Multicultural Youth Arts Group is 

helping children/young people and families come together to enjoy music at our new venue, and 

about success in helping families access different social services provisions. We hope to cover these 

stories in depth in the podcast interviews we are planning once we acquire the funds. Meanwhile, 

the door is open to any parents who want to share their short stories of the support they have 

received from New Hope and how that has changed their lives positively. 

Trips 

A huge thank you to the Cultural Spring for the grant which helped us organize a trip to The Centre 

for Life our friends Terence and Diana for the donation which enabled us to organize a trip to the 

Northumberland Zoo. We endeavor to source more funds towards trips as they are vital for families.  

Trips have a positive impact to the whole family as this enables them to explore the outside world, 

have fun, interact with the wider community, and build relationships. To most of the families we 

support, it is an amazing opportunity for them to experience outings which they could not ordinarily 
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afford as some do not receive mainstream benefits. We endeavor to apply for more funding towards 

trips as this helps the whole family from isolation.  

  

 
 
Parent Empowerment Forums 
 
Over the 12 months period, we again stalled in this provision due to lack of funds. However, 

Elizabeth has been helping parents with advice and information through the phone, meet them and 

supporting them whenever there is an issue with the education, health and social needs.  We have 

again applied for funding to the Community Foundation for resuming parents support group since 

now we have an office and easy access to event rooms within the same building. 

Arts and Crafts   

Engaging in Arts and crafts is the most popular activity children/young people really love. The 

Cultural Spring is supporting us with funding for the activity “Monkey see, Monkey Draw” where 

children/young people were encouraged to draw whatever they had seen during visit to the Life 

Centre and to the Newcastle Museum.  With support from parents and volunteers, they have 

produced beautiful art. At the end of last year’s project, “Monkey see, Monkey Draw we arranged 

for a finale party where children were presented with certificates and prizes.  
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Funding we received from Terence and 

Diana was used for a trip to Northumberland Zoo and for children’s play activities at the 

Wacky soft play.  

 

Multicultural Youth Music Arts 

This is an exciting project funded by The National Lottery Community Fund where 

children/young people are engaged in creating their own way of music and dance. This is 

helping them develop abilities to create, perform and analyse compositions, sounds, 

movement/dance and words.  The project started well in January 2019 lead by Ben Hudson 

and Diana Grey of the CAPNE, but due to ill health, Ben had to step down.  We managed to 

find another tutor, Michael Andisen who is currently working very well with the 

children/young people.  The current project will end on 30 November 2019 with finale 

showcase. 
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Christmas Party – (December 2018) 

Once again, we received funding from the South Tyneside Local Authority which helped us throw a 
party for children/young people and families and the local community around Bilton Hall.  Joana and 
Bilton Hall provided a huge selection of toys and it was such a beautiful evening for children and 

adults from diverse 
background coming together 
and share food, music dance, 
laugh, raffle tickets with 
lovely prizes, gifts for 
children from Santa.  Coming 
together at this important 
season created a platform for 
raising awareness on 
different disabilities to 
communities as well an 
opportunity for children and 
adults to interact with 

families from different ethnic backgrounds. 
 

 

 

 

 

Networking/ Working in Partnership 

During the period, we have been able to network with other local and national organizations 

including  Your Voice Counts, CVS Inspire, Hive Radio, Database of Children with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder Living in the North East (Dalsne), CREST, Contact a Family, Regional Refugee Forum, South 

Tyneside Region Equality Forum (STREF), Stronger Together,  STARCH,  NHS, Healthwatch, 

Professionals from the Local Authority, and others. Networking has enabled us with access to 

accurate information pertaining to accessing the care, education, health and social provisions 

available for their children/young people and their families.   This is helping us in referring 

parents/carers to the right service providers where they have their needs met.   Parents/carers who 

attend meetings are becoming more positive to approach relevant service providers with confidence 

and where there is need, we accompanied them.  

 
We endeavour to connect with other organizations.  These include: Bilton Hall Community Centre, 

Waves,  Stronger Together, Contact a Family (CAF),  Your Voice Counts, Living Waters Church, South 
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Tyneside Carers Association, South Tyneside CVS, Sunderland VCAS, Regional Refugee Forum, Bliss 

Ability, South Tyneside Regional Equality Forum (STREF), STARCH, Newcastle University Database of 

Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder Living in the North East (Daslne), Include Me Too, The 

National Autistic Society, Sharing Knowledge (In Control) and many others. 

 
 
 
Challenges 
 
We experienced challenges with lack of funding and operational venue after leaving Bilton 
Hall end of November. Elizabeth had to work from home for a couple of months until we 
secured an office at Trinity House Café. This disrupted all activities, but we later continued 
with after school club at the Jarrow Hub. In all the activities, we became aware of the 
importance of a whole family support especially as most of our beneficiaries are from 
asylum/refugee background and do not have relatives and that most of them are from 
disadvantaged and low-income background. As a result of the above challenges, the budget 
for trips and children’s activities is always overstretched.  
 

Positive Outcomes 

Notwithstanding the challenges we encountered, we celebrate the following positive outcomes: - 
 

 The project is helping increase confidence of parents/carers in speaking out, asking questions, 
expose their needs, find answers, share ideas and experiences with other parents, all of which has 
increased their self-esteem, self-worth and quality of life. 

 

 Parents/carers who were isolated and disconnected to the community are now able to come out 
engaging in community activities, attend meetings, share life experiences with other parents, and 
forming friendships with the wider community. They are also gaining knowledge and skills on how 
to access information that is important to them and their children, resulting in stable and strong 
relationships, balancing their caring role and maintain desired quality of life. 
 

 Siblings of disabled children are engaging with each other and the wider community, have 
developed mutual friendships whereby they have formed a social group and the funding from 
multicultural arts project has boosted the moral. We purchased all the basic instruments in music 
and the whole family is having fun. Our finale music project presentation to the wider community 
will be on the 12th of October 2019.  

 

 Children from diverse background are coming together to enjoy inclusive music from diverse 
background, arts and crafts and play activities, making it easier to form mutual friendships. They 
feel that they are more connected with the outside world, their friends, families and the wider 
community, which is helping them live their lives positively in an inclusive environment.  

 

 Through engagement and membership with the Regional Refugee Forum, we receive vital 
information which we pass on to families from the asylum and refugee background.  Some of the 
families have joined the music group and are now part of members of New Hope North East which 
is important to them for integration into the community, removing the barrier of isolation. 

 



12 
 

And finally, our fundraising efforts have been helpful in closing the financial gap. Our fundraiser 
champion Jane Igbafen applied for supply of weekly food from Greggs, Tesco and Asda. This is 
helping our afterschool club as well as other families including asylum seekers with food bank.   

 
Finally, many thanks to all our funders for your generosity, the NHNE Committee and all volunteers 
for your unwavering support. With your support, we hope to continue working passionately for the 
community we serve and make a difference to disabled children/young people and their families and 

peers, including asylum seekers and the community at large.  Thank you!! 
 


